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ittt hadn't been touched for over thirty vears, and
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Kitchen Architecture, 274 Banbury Road, Summertown, Oxford, OX270D
Tel: 01865 426990, kitchenarchitecture.co.uk. Priced from £35,000



Suspended wall units emphasise the
light ambience of the room.
enhancing the feeling of space.’
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"The large folding
doors let the
sunshine in,
warming the

limestone floor.”
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design challenges, especially now thev are
both retired. ‘'We're never short of ideas and we
like tosketch them out,” he says. So much so,
that they did all the design work on the project
to extend the kitchen themselves, demolishing
an internal wall separating the old kitchen and
dining room in the process. The result: one
very large and spacious new room, which is
more than double the size of the old kitchen,
complete with a five metre wall of glass doors,

which can be folded all the way back
throughout the warm summer months
Impressed? You'll probably be even more s
to learn that Charles and Jenny also decided te
make the house as eco-friendly and energy
efficient as possible. Despite the fact that they
don't have any formal design or construction
training, they planned the large folding doors
o let sunshine warm the limestone floar,
insulated the internal walls, researched and



installed a ground source heat pumip and solau Top right Looking
ol panels to heat water, chose argon gas through into t
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some it's tempting to think. swhy bother? Right A blend of
ER 1|y because some of these thinegs can be AT Wi e
fuile expensive (o mstall, but energy costs

Seem to always
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likely to be around for another hundred i O feell .._:
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"The spacious new kitchen and dining room is more
than double the size of the original space.

APPLIAMCES

Similar ovens, HBESSABSS0B, £790 each, at Siemens;

Vario VK232 gas cooktop, £775; Vario VK210

steamer cocktop. £1.600; Vario VRZI0 Teppan Yaki,

E1450; all at Gaggenau; KDNITIEID integrated
fridge/freezer, £1,059; GEBE5SCY) integrated
dishwasher, £1680, at Miele.

FIXTURES AMD FURMISHINGS
Bulthaup tap; sinks and Graphite Grey laminate
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worktops, all priced 1o order, at Kitchen
Architecture, Limestone floor tiles, froma
selection, at Stonell; Similar dining table, from a
selection, at Benchmark Furmiture: Similar dining
chairs, Straight Back, E5% each. at Dwell; Simikar
chairs {by glass doors), Amy, £322 each. at Lloyd
Loom of Spalding Folding glass doors, priced to
arder, at Sunfold. Internal glass doors. priced to
order, at Go Glass; “All prices are approsimate

For stockists, see page 16
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as it possibly can be says Charles

In the kitchen, the glass doors and root
lights maximize the natural -and minimize th
electric=light, while bulthaup b3 furniture
enhances the feeling of space. Explains Marc
Watkins, design manager of Kitchen
Architecture, ‘b issuspended from the wall,
which emphasizes the light feel of the room
The unfussy run of wall units is complemente
b a parallel island, designed to be the
principle work surface in the roomand to
provide plenty more storage

Slender laminate worktops add to the ligh
feel of the design, and contribute to the
property’s greencredentials, Materials are no
wasted, explains Marcus, adding that
bulthaup manufactures to strict German
environmental standards, using sustainahly
sourced materials where possible.

Their latest project has been to totally
overhaul the garden, its grev and green
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Savs Charles, " When we have a party in
summer, wecan throw open the doors and it
[ovely to be able to wander in and out
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