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"DEEP IN THE SWEDISH COUNTRYSIDE

= [N THE PERFECT ENGLISH VILLAGE

BRILLIANT
BATHROOMS

A TASTE OF
MOROCCO
WHERE TO STAY
WHEN YOU'RE
THERE; WHAT TO
COOK WHEN
YOU GET HOME




APPOSITE ADDITION

T his perfect seventeenth-century rectory was flawed by its impractical
layout; a sympathetic extension ensured that modern needs
could be met without detracting from the house’s essential character
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If asked o imagine our dream coumiry house, many of ws would
deseribe somewhere mot oo dissimilar v Kingham Recwory i Oaford-
Praised by Nikodans Pessner

SCNT !I||I'I:||I'\I'II|III:| hoaeses i the couniy, it was LI"‘\-IIII"'II ||'| al [TIHHT

shire as being one ol ihe finest small
recerl visihor as bi T & woniderful doll™s house that makes voie winit @0
take ofl the ront and play with the furodure maide'.

The house stands nexn e the Sorman church ol 50 Andres over
looking Kingham, voted Britain's fovvourite villuge by the readers of
r.....-..'-_| .I'.'ll'u. The five-hay sgeare Ill.i!'.:.illl_l| hig @ rased entranece !I.l.l;,
lanked by a drowing rooem o the left and a childrens playroom v the
T ,_-||I which leads I|.||||||:'| toa hamedsome staircase hiall at the rearwith
views over the garden. s lagh cedings and beantihdly proporzonsed
TUHEITIE '_-:i'|l'.I|I illlll:'l"-ﬂ-lﬂ-l: aof Busmrions b cotally :||.|I=.|:_;|'.|||||' Apce

Ulneil 30 yewrs agrer it belonged vo the chorche O Gamly Tved on e
||||| |]|||-| I|.'||| AIWEET :|| il .:-\.|I-|'||||'||| |l\.i|'| r.'|| i il Al .|I||| his I:-.I'l'ill\.

sancbwichedl m e maddle, here were dwo baihroosns, one moihe

THIS PAGE FROM LEFT The crangery-siyle kitchen extersion was sdded
o ane side of the Pouse, Buill on a slope, the house s taller at the frant
than the back. From the fraont door there s 8 view throwgh the fromt and

tasement and one, 10 be shared by the upper three floors, ofl wht swas

then a back staircase, The first mon-clerical owner immedianely insalled
em=suiie batbroomms lor each bedroaonm,

I'he current owners came across Uie louse six vears apo when thes
were Inang m Lomsdon wath threee voune chaldren. *YWe were mmmensely
hucky as it was the Arst house we saws [ think that i bad just come Back
an the market and people did nest Enow it was bor sale)” says the owner
When we walked wp the oot steps and booked down the lall to o
view bevo |l.|I il was someehiong |I'|I|'d ek L Lo say no.

I|.'|'||| 1L ||'.l':. TEIET il i|| I|||"I -'|l'|".|'i|'||_ -\.I"|'-\.i|II'|._ LN |||| mnth T 0 BN
hHise: fnr a yeal |'||-"-|":'i::|i 1al ki hen wnnldd have been in the hbasemient
bt thas had been converted o the bousekeeper's aparonent. The
Eitchen they inherited was in what iz today the celevsion room; o b
french windows and was anached w o wopsy-tueey Vicorian exension
thai | osed ihe widline rooan and IIIIL'h.l-\.:'lI:II'I'\-

[lse oweners" mann prssr iy was to reban the oreemal chacacier of the
staircase halls to the garden. The dréwing room is o the left af the apirance
QOPPOSITE Despite the dravwing room’s dark panelling, furnitune by Christian
Liaigre, upbalstersd in pale colowrs, gives it a calm, modern Teel










house but make it fit for modern life, with updated bathrooms and a
larger, family-friendly kitchen. Having spent weekends in Babington
House, and been impressed by its design and finish, they approached
the architects, Michaelis Bovd Associates, for an opinion,

Brought up in Oxfordshire, Alex Michaelis is sympathetic to the
Cotswold vernacular and decided on minimal intervention. To rearrange
the house he suggested removing the little-used back stairs and replac-
ing them with a bathroom and dressing room for the main bedroom,
Instead of shoehorning a modern kitchen into an old house, he decided
tor remove the Victorian extension and replace it with a new kitchen — a
master stroke, as taking the kitchen out of the house allowed the four
eround-floor reoms to return to their orginal uses as living arcas

Encouraged by sympathetic planners, who insisted that any exten-
sion should ‘stand up to the house’, Alex developed his original, rather

modest, proposal for the kitchen into a larger room in the seyle of an

OPPOSITE The kitchen is lit by large windows: a bench stretches their length
along one side, and, with a mixture of Arne Jacobsen's 'Series 7' and simple
wooden chairs, provides seating for a long table. THIS PAGE TOF ROW FROM
LEFT A dresser remains in the area between the former kitchen and dining room,

orangery. Built of the same stone as the house, and with windows if not

imitating, then at least echoing those of the original, the extension 1s
perfectly scaled, and the building now works as a whole.

Garden designer Jinny Blom was asked to rework the garden, “The
clients enjoy gardening, so this project was very much a collaborative
effort,’ she explains. Together they planned the generous paved terrace
and the magnolia-filled white borders that run along a walkway from
the kitchen, down the lawn to a ha-ha, They planted an orchard of
plums, damsons, greengages, pears and cherries at the back ol the
barn, and it was Jinny's idea to put pleached limes along a border
between the swimming pool and an adjoining cottage. The pool 15 @
soft azure — a result of Jinny's decision to line the interior with stone-
coloured tiles. “We took some persuading, admit the clients, *You forger
that water is not colourless — and the result iz |.I<'I'|i'l'|--

I'he barn was the first part to be renovated and provided a home for

The new kitchenis by Bulthaup. An arched opening connects kitchen and television
room. Essentially a passage, this was previously the kitchen. BOTTOM ROW
FROM LEFT French windows open on to the garden. The hall bench is from B&B
Italia. A chandelier from Andrew Nebbett Antigues hangs over the stairwell
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BOTHFAGES CLOCKWISE FROM TC® LEFT Upstairs, one of the spare rooms
15 pansiled snbirely i pina, 155 conmeclineg bathdoom alsa has a wooden floor, bul
i furved wall and white fitlings keep the ook modem. The study s alsoon the
first floor; the desk s from Decoratum at Alies Antigus Market. In the main
bedrogm, a peacoch-bius-velvet, lco Parisi chaise longue from B&T Antigues
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under an oversize light - area’ by Aohile Caitinioni - adds an element of drama
tothis meutral scheme. Flainwhite walls emphasise the an: ritec [ural rmoulings.
Every bedroomin Lhe house has an eresuit e bathroom. This spane rocem has one
wall papered In ‘Cow Parskey’ by Cole & Son, set olf by & ‘Random’ carborrfibre
light by Mocdi, and ESpiga lights from Dewles and Linares
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OFPOSITE The barn provides self-Contaired acoammaedation. with bedrooms
a kitchen, sitting room, cinema and steam room: twa large, sliding-glass doors
were installed intothe barn bo sliow views Fram [ swimming posl throughto
the rest of the garden, THIS FAGE The pool Is ined with store-coloured tiles
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- which give it Its azure colour - and surrounded by York-stone flags; the
barders are filled with cotfage garden plants and backed by pleached limes,
whichenchoss the area and keeg It private, &1 the back of the barn, an crohard

planted by the owners is filled with flowers




