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O zwarm, sunny davs Anne opens up the doors on either side of the basement
kitchen to encourage a welcome breese to bloze through the room

Iegant roads, one thal, pround 1860, had been given to the university
d  lar boadtng [or is dons. 55 when, in une 3004, the Darovans were sent
l#rails af o kouse for =ale on that very moad, Anne flow across from
Druslin, where Paal’s sab had taken them. tosee it immediaieh “A mdy
had lived i it for fifty-six years,” says ATne “She then renied cur &l
the rogens to students, =0 each room had a gas and electriely metsr
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and Bacome an interior dies ;|.|-' BUT, In
the course ol folowing her husband Paal's
CAFEST Mmoved, she has to date, renaynbed
and decarated her family home ssven
times in as many differen
At the momant, however, Annie hasa
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thing about the couple’s latest heme, & pail sought was a ludicrous offer
i o their astonighment, it was accepied

lour-atorey semi-detached Victoran
twice  thought, Oh, posh, what have we done?® Anne says
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peeilled deep within central Oxford, that is making Anne think
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“When evervthing has settled dozon in the economy, it swould be lozely to find
a bolt hole in Treland and build something from scratch that is very personal”

Bame ke had built, "Andrew wes looking for a town house project
paudd work on if o contempornn style and this presented bl witl =
callenipe, as he couldn’s alter the exteTicr sxplaing Anne His deas for
the basemmaent, fommerly the parage and o sell-containad fat, wemeinitally

# bit much for Anne “Andrew saw it as orm big white space.” she tecalls
ol e iritchien and leving ama but now she realises ow right he was Tt
the hubal the house,” she saia. "We probably spend mest of our time here”
ChiEining plinning permission for the project took o year, olbes
wiich Anne happily launched hersalf into the renovation *1 was the
gite manager, [Fwe needed things, | would go and et them, It wess a
Codd, LTy s veey hard
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the tnmily likes to refax. “We take our coffes out there in the moming
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entire first floor for herself, lesving the top floor for the childsen's

bedmooms and 3 guest room. "l have a bedroom,
fnadt) nand Separate wet room. It
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aresa . Fese OOt whess to now ! “1F the opporiuméty
arcEe, I'd e to wark on a property with Ansdrew” For her Family, she

ays “When everything has settled down in the economy, it would b
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& 151 Irelandd, & special plece, and buy o plece of

aulld semething from scratch thet 1= very personal "l

JUNE 0% | 61



