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With creativity and a few clever design
tricks, Sophie Taylor has transformed the
tiny chapel at the bottom of her garden into
a light-filled home with lots of character

#  For stockist details, turn to page 195

When Sophie Taylor bomght her
Iegiisss in 2040 L the chapel in
the garden was included 1n the
gale, Afer resloring the maia
hzuse and selling it to frisnds,
shsg tpmed her sttention bo the
chapel. The building has

b s il.s_ existing windows,
gt thie 1ntermal walls were
stripped dut to o ale &n opén-
plan Livimg arma on the greund
Roar, and & gliss extension
was added to the rear te be ussd
a4 & kitchen, Upstairs, glass
tnternal walls alkow natural
Light i Alow info the bedrsom,
Bathroom and drassing ama.
The bwilders started with 2
hollow shell, but a5 the design
ook shape, the chapel tame
hack ta tife, says Sophie

Architert. XCH Architerts
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Tha new extansion hosses a
madem kitchen. An internal
windaw lets natural light into
the old part of the buflding, and
Sophie was careful be maks the
maost of the small space. ‘I have
underlleor beating. 5o there's no
need for bulky radiaton she says

Allabout me

Sophie Taylor, is modern and minimalist, with a Upstwirs glass imternal wallz

an educational doctor, chean, spacious feal. divide the bifmoom, dressing
e TN T | mam and hathroom
' i A one-padroom Lassoms 1 Lea § Mixing old

canverted chapel near Deford,  and new materials Like original
mhich siood in the groureds af sbome and glass can ook great.

2 cottage 1 bowght in 2001, [ ﬂ.::e,;_?ﬁ#h_-:_s, e

THTTY Despite the fé'i-".“h'%ﬁ'?#‘bﬁ“':‘?“.m" |
quaint exterios, the inside i T e L TR
What the makeover cost
Joineny......... w2 10000 KiBehen. oo £19, 000
Glass panels. ...... . E5.000 Other............... £26,500 sophie divided the ground
| = Hisar into a living ream, hsll
Building work...... £9.000 and utllity amd added a
Bathroom........... £2.500 TOTAL............ LE£72,000 kitchen extenion
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DREAM MAKEOVERS | Converted l'I‘I:IFH'"]

LEFT A ppntemperary glass-fronted
wood busrmesr provides 8 Facal pont
in the newtral living room. Soplde
paierbed the walls white and used
light white nak flooring throughsat
to emhance the feeling of space
Woad bavmag Jarud

BELOW Built-in storage means
clutter is kept to & minimam,
T SEome walls are S0 EmEVEn
the carpemter had to make the
pamelling and Bookcases o
curve round them, ways Saphie

i i hen Sophe Dy dhestniindd Bos B t thic haped at
-\ i II," the e of ber garden shie knew she'd have hor work
ik ot @kt ||| timin the huilding, Keen to crents

1 spectacilar liserk werthy i Bt ol £ 752 W00, "'--|||'I| arf et
designing a bome with glass walls amd winchws neatele anl auat.
Hiow |li|]I|1||l e o ovwm o el smsed rhnpr|'."
When 1 mioves] Bere 1 2000 11 wis the tirmbled oser ntlaggn
anel large garden thiat [ fedl in love with - the sbone chape was
y boaris 11 wias biidt im the 1408, bok hnidn'e been nsed sinee
19EH. At ane staee it had detenorated wacl by, bk the presvinns
awner re=roafed it and patehed op the inberior, Afer [ sobd the
vitage to frends, | decided to misve ingo thech i ncl
transtorm i inbo Lhe boyglal pcsdesrn home 1 v bed
How did you go about renovating the chapel?
vl an architect, Juliet Colmoan from JOCH, whio specinlises
1 warkine with wlas, We decsded to add a single-storey glass
tension forthe kitchen and dining area, Fresimge ap L rest ol
Lli# sqsice il VI FoOaT el sy il tility resaeme T hae firas
o wae diviced ko o bedrsom, deessing o and
bathroom. [tsa |--|-.I'!-|. bt She P = an ke cledd o

ALTE | e ||'.|.-|||l|-' so prvary =0 really nn issap. -

RIGHT The new staircase was
hand-made froem white oak
with b glais baliustrade amid

fleor-level lighting to make
the whole aréas look brighler

Joinery, Byhndge Canstruction
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Converted chapel | DREAM MAKEOVERS
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Sophie didn't want walls

and doors bresking up the

i ted space en the frst floor,
so the bedroom, dressing room
and batlkrsom are apen plan
ehohiy and fap, Vetang & 4iant
Jok umits, Kidlington Jainery

Turn to
page 52

W Thee beams wars

painted white to make

the space feel lght.

Saphie added 3 traditiensl
rug for a cosier Look

Rug. fiad similay of Woranbround

S haorw dlidl you overcome the light issue inside the house?
| i bib a coisesvation area, so 1 wasn't albkvwed to alter moch of the
pxbiErior Lher aalil bibedimse, T had tee woorks selth fust tle exis 5]l
emall windews and doar epenings, =0 out came the old staitease |

i |::-'§|.| tithon walls, and in went masses of Flaes, [ ook sax e (o
taasseuyre each ol the huge glass panels inte ploee, and as they went
Wi, REE PRBRSY BRI WiEks 1T in=formed 1M | Ent ;|'||| fren spince
What look were vou after Gor the interiar?

1 '\--l|||| ity materials aned will gl Ll s, 5L *li s L
mortaring. Az the chapel is small, 1 kept evervthing simple ane
SO LTI AT =i brushed stainless steel. milbreoms and breeh
white: padnt b neflect and enhance the light. 1 chiose light white oal
for thie Hooring, stavrease, wall panelling and furmicoee, while te
Lo pfitaige s the gluss extension eontimees enio the terraee,
tlimam thie s8i s AL N iderwater in tl R TN ] ki 1 LI o :|:|.||.||_
Where did vou get all vour interesting accessories?

From Afvics - | provide medical training foe women there, Many ol
thee sl plures and pots were hand -made by traditional erafismers
il yoou have to moke any compromises doe to lack of space?

"

w0l il adl! 1 was determinasd 1o hane o high-goality kitchen, and

wirEe with i CHeEsaEnaeT B OO i th & minim .|-I|I|'-|l_|

. |- ¥ | . TN 1
wsing taupe and ey caldnets, 1% senall, but has everythime 1 need.
s & I H H 5 1
A0 CELK S 1 KEIE o ImiagEImationm PeOLe & @00l des e i A smal

Binldime. bt for mie i85 been more flfilline and rewarding, oo, @

LEFT The mon-electric chamdalier ik i Rocst bt

i & strikimg festure. T had it wowrw, idealhomes
mads in Sowth Africa Troem magazine.
pieces of sand-washed glass ro, b ouses

Tram the beach says Sophie
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The glags wall &n the
landing allows Light from
the axisting windoe to

Mow through the aepen-plan
bathrooim, bednenm ani
dreseing reom. ‘Some peogle
think it's stramge, but 11
faiels vary decadent Living in
8 glass kaiigs says Sophie




